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A b o u t  t h e  c o m p o s e r  
  

 ChaseÕs love for music began when he was just six years old, when his grand-parents 

took him to see TchaikovskyÕs The Nutcracker Ballet in Denver. He began to show a passion for 

composing choral and band music in high school, where he participated in numerous local 

and state honor choirs and honor bands. During his senior year, with the help of his choir 

instructor Daryl Gingrich, he was able to have his Þrst piece be premiered. In Darkness was 

performed in Denver, when he was 18 years old. He now studies music composition at 

University of Colorado at Boulder under Carter Pann, Michael Theodore, and Nathan Hall. He 

has since won the 2018 CU Choral Award.  

A b o u t  t h e  p i e c e  
  

 The piece is titled ÒExhibitionÓ because it is all about three works of art that IÕve 

recently learned about. The Þrst one is MatthŠus MerianÕs depiction of EzekielÕs vision (1670), 

The second is Nicolas PoussinÕs painting, entitled A Dance to the Music of Time (1634Ð1636). The 

Þnal one is  Michelangelo Merisi da CaravaggioÕs The Calling of Saint Matthew (1599-1600). They 

have these themes of magical realism, religion, adventure, surrealism, and realism. Though 

they may not correlate, I want to present these pieces as I discovered them, together. 

 The Þrst movement begins with dense chords, representing a clouded sky, the twisting 

progressions and disorienting rhythms represent the mirage of the Ophanim angel that 

Ezekiel saw in the sky. Towards the end of the piece returns these dense chords, slowly 

descending. The next movement is a fast, whimsical dance, it is very virtuosic and a bit chaotic 

at times, as the middle section ends, it explodes into a tearful chorale, slowly calming, before 

the main interrupts. The movement ends gradually growing into chaos. The Þnal movement is 

the story of the calling of St. Matthew, with the cello playing the part of Jesus, and the violins 

and viola playing St. Matthew and the other men in the painting. It begins with a lonely 

melody that develops into a dirge, which is slowly decaying when the cello suddenly bursts 

through the silence, causing excitement. The piece then explores an adventurous theme, 

introduced by the cello, which represents Jesus telling Matthew to follow him.
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